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CALOPTIMA HEALTH AWARDS $29.9 MILLION IN GRANTS  
TO BOOST SERVICES FOR ORANGE COUNTY’S HOMELESS 

$21 million in funding to expand permanent supportive housing and  
programs to address homelessness 

 
ORANGE, Calif. (March 8, 2023) — Reflecting CalOptima Health’s commitment to Orange County’s 
vulnerable population of people experiencing homelessness, the Board of Directors approved awarding 
$29.9 million in grants to 29 organizations, including its first-ever funds for permanent supportive 
housing. Eight community partners will receive a total of $21 million for the acquisition, construction 
and upgrades of more than 400 total housing units. 
 
CalOptima Health’s grants are tied to participation in the Department of Health Care Services’ Housing 
and Homelessness Incentive Program (HHIP), which allows the agency to fund permanent supportive 
housing. HHIP aims to prevent and address housing insecurity for Medi-Cal members by ensuring those 
experiencing homelessness have a clear path into housing and can access the services needed to remain 
housed. In addition to funding major projects, grants were also awarded for expanded community-based 
services that will strengthen Orange County’s ability to respond to the continuing homeless crisis. 
 
“These grants will deliver life-changing resources for many individuals and families in Orange County 
who have struggled to navigate the complex system of homeless services and housing,” said Michael 
Hunn, CEO of CalOptima Health. “Simply put, housing is health. CalOptima Health is honored that $21 
million of this funding will go toward permanent supportive housing. By providing stability, permanent 
housing becomes the very foundation for accessing medical and behavioral health services.” 

The Salvation Army Orange County was awarded the single largest grant at $4.1 million. “Today is a 
momentous day,” said Major Nesan Kistan, CEO of the Tustin-based organization. “Our partnership 
with CalOptima Health makes it possible for The Salvation Army to continue to bring hope to thousands 
of unhoused individuals in Orange County, some of whom have been suffering from chronic 
homelessness for more than 15 years. This generous grant will allow us to complete the construction of 
72 units of permanent supportive housing and accelerate the completion of our brand-new Wellness 
Center at the Center of Hope. The Wellness Center will care for and serve thousands of individuals 
experiencing homelessness from across our community for many years to come. We thank CalOptima 
Health for their commitment and leadership in serving the unhoused in Orange County.”  

–more– 
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Midway City-based grantee American Family Housing will build a 111-unit residential community for 
eligible households experiencing homelessness. “These funds position us to create the infrastructure for 
a health care system that looks at the whole person and takes into consideration the real-life experience 
of people who have experienced homelessness in Orange County,” said Milo Peinemann, CEO of 
American Family Housing. “This landmark investment supports a more balanced approach to health 
care for those who are chronically homeless. People with serious health needs make up the vast majority 
of the population of people who experience homelessness. We can better tackle homelessness if we 
address how our health care system handles their social determinants of health.”  

Grantees in two other categories — capacity building and equity — received a total of $8.9 million. 
Capacity building grants will help organizations expand the availability of their housing navigation 
services, such as by adding staff and other resources. Equity grants are designed to enhance programs 
delivering homeless services for underrepresented populations, such as children, older adults, 
transgender individuals and certain ethnic groups.  

Latino Health Access received a $500,000 capacity building grant. Chief Program Officer Nancy Mejia, 
MPH, MSW, of the Santa Ana organization said: “This grant will expand our Health and Housing 
Promotor program to provide an additional 300 housing navigation support services to OC residents to 
remain in and/or connect to permanent housing. We will also expand our capacity to identify, inform 
and refer community members facing housing insecurity by building the capacity of Latino Health 
Access promotores (community health workers).”  

Laguna Beach-based Friendship Shelter received capacity building and capital grants. Executive 
Director Dawn Price concludes: “CalOptima Health is leading the way in our state in assessing our 
system’s needs and swiftly moving these funds into the community. In return, we are eager to accept the 
responsibility to ensure that these funds go to work immediately to have the intended impact.”   

Furthermore, CalOptima Health intends to award additional grant funding for permanent supportive 
housing later this year, based on future HHIP incentives received from the state. “We are just getting 
started making the kind of transformational changes needed to reach and uplift our community’s most 
vulnerable,” said Kelly Bruno-Nelson, Executive Director of Medi-Cal/CalAIM, who is leading the 
team spearheading efforts in support of whole person health. 

 

### 
 
About CalOptima Health 
A county-organized health system, CalOptima Health provides publicly funded health care coverage for low-income children, adults, 
seniors, and people with disabilities in Orange County, California. CalOptima Health’s mission is to serve member health with excellence 
and dignity, respecting the value and needs of each person. CalOptima Health serves nearly 974,000 members with a network of more than 
9,400 primary care doctors and specialists and 45 acute and rehab hospitals. 
 
 
 
See the next page for a complete list of grantees by category and amount. 
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ORGANIZATIONS SELECTED AND AWARD AMOUNTS 

Capital Grantees  Funding Award 
American Family Housing $2,951,660  
City of Anaheim/Anaheim Housing Authority $2,000,000  
Community Action Partnership of Orange $98,340  
Friendship Shelter $3,850,000  
Korean Community Services dba KCS Health Center $2,500,000  
Orange County Housing Finance Trust  $4,000,000  
Pathways of Hope $1,500,000  
The Salvation Army Orange County  $4,100,000  
Capital Grant Total $21,000,000 
  
Capacity Building Grantees  Funding Award 
City of Anaheim $200,000  
Community Action Partnership of Orange $79,203  
Families Forward $275,128  
Family Assistance Ministries $350,000  
Friendship Shelter $197,608  
Grandma’s House of Hope $50,000  
Latino Center For Prevention And Action In Health 
And Welfare dba Latino Health Access $500,000  

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California $250,000  
Orange County United Way  $1,588,215  
PATH www.epath.org $883,637  
Pathways of Hope $280,000  
Radiant Health Centers $474,490  
Southland Integrated Services $450,000  
Thomas House Temporary Shelter dba Thomas House 
Family Shelter  $254,033  

Capacity Building Total $5,832,314 
  
Equity Grantees  Funding Award 
Access California Services $498,427  
Alianza Translatinx  $221,600  
Asian American Senior Citizens Service Center  $300,000  
Colette’s Children’s Home  $350,000  
Family Promise of Orange County  $300,000  
Grandma’s House of Hope  $80,000  
Homeless Intervention Services of Orange County  $370,000  
Orange County Family Justice Center Foundation $82,860  
South County Outreach $130,000  
StandUp for Kids  $198,024  
The Eli Home Inc.  $175,000  
WISEPlace  $315,400  
Equity Grant Total $3,021,311 
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