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At a Glance 

Å Californiaôs Medicaid Program 

ü Largest Medicaid program in terms of enrollees 

ü Second largest in terms of dollars spent 

 

 

Å Source of coverage for 7.6 million Californians 

ü Nearly 1 in 5 California residents 

ü 1 in 3 children 

ü Majority of people living with AIDS 
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7.6 million Medi-Cal beneficiaries (10/11) 

ü3.3 million in fee-for-service 

ü4.3 million in managed care 

ÅManaged care models 

Geographic Managed Care: State contracts 

with various commercial plans 

Two-Plan: State contracts with a local public 

plan and commercial plan 

County Organized Health Systems: State 

contracts with a local public plan 

Story Setting 
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Å Medi-Cal is a 46-year old federal-state program 

ü Federal and state governments set rules and fund program 

ü State responsible for administration 

 

 

Å Medi-cal accounts for the 2nd largest share of the stateôs 

general fund  

Story Summary 
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Å Eligibility based on many factors, including income, assets 

and immigration status 

ü In most cases, eligibility determined by Orange County Social 

Services Agency (CalOptima does not determine eligibility) 

 

 

Å Covers low-income individuals, including: 

ü Families with children 

ü Pregnant women 

ü Disabled persons 

ü Seniors 

ü Children in foster care 

ü People with specific diseases (i.e. breast cancer, HIV) 

 

Story Summary 
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Å Federal government tells states which services they must 

cover (mandatory benefits) 

 

 

Å States may cover additional services (optional benefits) 

 

 

 

Story Summary 

Mandatory Benefits Optional Benefits 

Å Physician services 

Å Hospital services 

Å Lab and x-ray 

Å EPSDT* (children) 

Å Federally Qualified Health Center  

Å Family planning  

Å Pediatric and nurse practitioner services 

Å Mental health services 

Å Nurse midwife services 

Å Nursing facility (NF) services (>21 years) 

Å Home health care (NF eligible) 

Å Transportation services 

 

Å Prescription drugs 

Å Prosthetics 

Å Occupational therapy 

Å Home and community based services 

Å Hospice 

Å Medical supplies 

Å Non-emergency medical transportation 

 

*Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) 
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Plot Twist 

Medi-Cal (Medicaid) 
 

  Medicare 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020qg2g5KLPkAuaKjzbkF/SIG=1266bcsgd/EXP=1242573856/**http:/www.paradiseislandinsur.com/images/card.gif
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Fill in the blank é 

 

1. Medi-Cal accounts for the ________ of the 

stateôs general fund 

 

a) Largest share 

 

b) Smallest share 

 

c) Second largest share 

Quiz! 
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At a Glance 
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Main Characters 

The Governor 
 

Supporting cast:  State agencies, such as 

Department of Finance and Department of 

Health Care Services 

 

The State Legislature 
Comprised of 2 houses:  State Senate 

and State Assembly 

 

Supporting cast:  Legislative Analystôs 

Office and Legislative Committee Staff 
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Å Significant state budget shortfalls since 2001 

 

 

Å WHY? 

ü Recession 

ü Unemployment 

ü Housing market 

ü Low consumer spending 

 

Story Setting 


